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RELENTLESS
Whitney’s Ministry with the Epic Movement in Southern California

“YOU WON’T RELENT UNTIL YOU HAVE IT ALL ”
300 students sang the above words just longing for Jesus to come take over their lives.  
Their praise filled the hotel ballroom, spilled into hallways and flowed into the city of  
San Francisco--all during one weekend: West Coast Epic 
Conference 2012: “Awaken.”

Thank you for your prayers!  I had a beautiful experience there.  For 
those unfamiliar with Epic Conference, it’s more than a time to get together, 
sing some songs and feel better about God.  In Epic, we work with God to 
have students encounter Him and know Him.  Epic Conference is one such 

opportunity for students to encounter the one, true 
and almighty God.  Like our ministry, the conference 
is contextualized so students feel safe to experience 
God as their real selves.  And in the three Epic Conferences I’ve attended, I’ve seen students 
really take hold of  the one identity no one can take from them or alter: a child of  Jesus Christ.  
And what’s even crazier, is that they turn around and share about what God’s done to/for 
them with others while there in the city of  San Francisco. 
      UCI, UCR and CSULB shared in Chinatown. I 
partnered with UCI students, Josh and Tommy (pictured, 
right).  Both felt excited, but pretty nervous to share their 
faith.  Tommy, a recent believer, felt especially anxious.  
The streets were packed with people and vendors for 
Chinese New Year decorations and food so we decided to 
offer help carrying groceries and just get a chance to know 

them too as we walked with them to their homes.  Josh’s 
thoughtful gesture to carry groceries earned him enough trust to have several 
spiritual conversations--spoken entirely in Cantonese.  
       Josh and Tommy both grew up in primarily Cantonese-speaking homes and 
were excited to use that to share the Good News with others from a context they felt they understood!  “These are 
our people!” according to Josh. Tommy admitted it’s hard to talk about Jesus, but seeing Josh boldly share and 
initiate conversation he started asking Josh how to say certain words and phrases in Cantonese and asking me how 
to have those kind of  conversations without being disingenuous.

While walking to meet more people, he noticed my tattoo.  He has one too!  He shared with me a powerful story 
of  where he came from and memorializing a time that without God’s intervention would be considered shameful 
and devastating to his family.  After he shared, we both smiled as he realized, “Hey, I just shared something God did 
without even knowing it!  Okay, I think I could do that again.”  Inspired by Tommy, I thought to myself, “Me too!”
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Party Time!
Let’s celebrate what God did during the 

sharing day in San Francisco! 
- Over 200 spiritual conversations
- About 60 people heard the Gospel
- 6 new brothers and sisters!!!! (the picture 

below represents the above statistics in 
colored balloons)

And there’s still so much that God did 
that we have yet to see!  Thanks for praying 
and sending students and myself  into the city 
of  San Francisco!

Prayer Time!
You are already proof  that God answers  

prayer!  Please join me in praying for the 
following:

• Students/people who made decisions to 
trust Jesus as their Lord and Savior to grow 
and get discipled

• Students to continue to listen to God
• For God to move on campuses 

everywhere and for hearts to be receptive to 
the Gospel

• Protection for our staff  team in OC/LB 
that’s doing God’s work on campuses

• Our newest team member: Baby 
Beebee (Nich and Tricia welcomed their 
baby girl in late January!)

• Diligence and joy as I continue to raise 
support full-time, for my ministry! 

“God’s calling me, but I don’t want to go!”
One of  the greatest privileges of  the weekend was listening to two 
very different students respond to two very 
different callings from God.  Though very 
different in personality, interests, and 
processes, their response to God was actually 
very similar: “I can’t!  I don’t want to!”
   One student felt God tell her to do campus 
ministry with Epic after she graduates.  The 
other felt God tell her to do ministry in Japan 
with young children.  Both looked at those 

opportunities and thought of  their 
families’ disapproval and disappointment.  
They thought of  their future families of  other career choices.  
And with tears streaming from their eyes, looked at me and said, 
“I want to follow God’s call, but...(insert any reason).”  
   Hearing them reminded me of  God calling me to campus 
ministry and even how it’s the flat out craziest/scariest/hardest 
process ever!  But even if  we weren’t considering full-time 
vocational ministry, there would still be costs to follow Him.  I 
had to remember for myself  and with those students the parable 

Jesus tells in Matthew 13:44: “The kingdom of  heaven is like a 
treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up.  Then 
in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” 
   The treasure cost that man everything.  And the man knew it upon 
finding it what it was worth--and he joyfully gave it all.  Now the 
lesson the students and I had to understand was not: I need to be more 
joyful to give my life to Jesus. The lesson is: The treasure is worth it.  
    Choosing to follow Christ into vocational ministry, into 
engineering, into medicine, into communications--anything--is 
choosing to give your life and everything in it to Him.  And it’s worth 
it.  The kingdom of  heaven is worth every single penny, tear, bead of 
sweat, millisecond that you expend when you follow Him.
     After sharing that with them and hearing it come out of  my 
mouth, God showed me how true that really is.  And just a glimpse 
of  that treasure--these two students’ lives being completely rocked by 
Him and His plan for them--is so worth the very tearful AND 
gratifying journey to intern and now staff  with Epic Movement.  I 
am so very blessed.  Thank you, for journeying with me!

THERE’S  MO R E!

mailto:whitney.chen@uscm.org
mailto:whitney.chen@uscm.org

