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Praise God for...
- Great times connecting w/ 
YOU and others interested in 
hearing about my ministry

- Rest & renewal in CO where I 
got to re-connect with Epic 
new staff like Mary (below) 

- Time with students and staff 
(UCI, bottom) at Fall Retreat!

Please pray for...
- More opportunities to share 
about where God’s calling me 
and for others to join my 
ministry partner team 

- Students and staff at UCI, 
CSULB, UCR to continue 
sharing/experiencing the 
gospel boldly

- God to reveal more ways to 
worship/serve Him as I raise 

FORGIVEN
Whitney Chen’s Ministry Update with Epic Movement in Southern California

WE’VE BEEN COMPLETELY FORGIVEN
Yet, we tend to doubt this... (and other things I observed at 
this year’s Fall Retreat):

This month 150 students and staff  from Epic and Destino (Cru’s Latin 
American contextualized ministry) met together in a lodge tucked high away in 
the San Bernadino mountains to hear from the Lord at fall retreat.  Getting to 
spend a day with them increased my joy and motivation a hundred-fold.  But not 
just because I’ve missed regularly interacting with students/other staff... but 
because He showed me more of  what He wants to do in students’ lives.

While eating lunch, I was catching up with an Epic student leader at UC 
Irvine.  As we were chatting about her quiet times and school work, she kept 
looking down at her food, and though her mouth smiled, her eyes looked lost.  I 
asked if  she wanted to share anything.  Looking away, she admitted she felt 
preoccupied with a disagreement she had with her mother before retreat.  She felt 
she had betrayed and hurt her mother beyond repair, yet also felt stuck in her own 
pain and shame.  Voice trembling, she shared, “[My mom] says it’s so hard to 
forgive me because she thinks I’m not sorry.  What if  she can’t forgive me again?”  

I had no idea how to respond... but luckily the Holy Spirit always does and 
had me remind her how both she and her mother (a fellow believer) have been 
completely forgiven by Jesus Christ... forgiven for every hurtful/wrong/wayward 
thing said, done and thought.  Being forgiven means she and her mother 
both receive grace from the Lord for how they hurt each other and 
that now they have the ability to extend similar forgiveness to each 
other--which according to speaker, Vivian Mabuni, is foundational to loving God 

and others.
God wants her to love Him, herself  and others.  
God wants that for all humans and I think He 
wants to start--for our students, at least--at 
forgiveness.  Forgiveness doesn’t mean: “Don’t 
ever mess up again.”  If  anything, it 
means almost the opposite: “Even if  
you mess up, I love you and want to 
connect to you.”  When someone’s 
never heard that before, that sentence, 

genuinely said, can revolutionize their 
life.  After the student heard she’s been truly forgiven by God, she began to 
cry.  So many of  our students--even myself  at times--live under the thumb 
of  failure & shame. And I’m ecstatic that He wants to change that.  Thank 
you for the opportunity to be part of  how He is loving His children!!!
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