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GRATEFUL
Whitney’s ministry updates with Epic Movement on the Southwest SoCal Team

STANDING IN THE GAP (NOT THE STORE)
Over 120 students from all-over California and Arizona and even more-
varied cultural backgrounds met together for one amazing weekend.
One weekend in October, we joined forces with Destino (the Latin American ministry of Campus Crusade) and other Epic 
groups from USC, UCLA, Cal Poly Pomona and Pasadena City College to put on our Fall Retreat!  Not only was it a historic 
event in terms of cross-cultural ministry partnerships, it was truly a blessed time.  

One of the highlights of the weekend for me, was Skype-ing (video chat--praise God for 
technology!) with two of our Short-Term International (STINT) missionaries in East Asia--
Matt and Wilson.  Wilson graduated from UC Irvine this past year and dedicated this year to 
reaching college students there.  And I haven’t seen him since he left in August!  

We asked him and Matt a few questions about their 
experience so far, and what God is doing there.  And they 
had so many tales of God’s faithfulness to them as well as 
to the students in East Asia.  Students are coming to know 
the Lord and are starting to share with their fellow 
students--even though it’s a closed nation!  Please keep 

praying for them!  

Since Skype-ing with them, some students are now seriously considering dedicating at least 
one year after graduating to witnessing to college students all over!  It’s crazy to me, to 
think of Wilson’s and Matt’s witness not only to East Asian students with the message of 
Jesus Christ... but even to those already walking with the Lord!  Through their testimony of what God can do/is doing, God 
can then call even more laborers into the field!!  Seriously, I couldn’t be more excited by these capable, intelligent and gifted 
students choosing to follow Jesus wherever He leads.  

Our speakers at the retreat, John and Faye Waidley (John is the Ethnic Field Ministry Associate Director of Campus Crusade 
for Christ), really drove home what “standing in the gap” is all about.  It’s about being a disciple--following hard after Jesus and 
bringing with you everyone you meet along the way.  It’s about praying fervently and trusting wholeheartedly.  When I think 

about the opportunity I have to hear these things and see our 
students respond in faith, I get choked up.  

Since starting my internship with Epic, I’ve been walking a vastly 
different journey than I ever expected.  But this journey has 
consistently brought me to my knees in worship, in prayer, in need... in 
gratitude.  Not only do I have the Lord to thank for bringing me 
here--but also you.  Through your faith step in praying for me, giving 
to this ministry (and my well-being!)... I get to watch God show His 
stuff.  Thank you.  I couldn’t have done any of this/seen any of this 
without you.
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Lanikai Beach [Oahu, HI]

(clockwise starting from top left): Students worshiping; me Skype-ing with 
Wilson and Matt; UCI movement and staff  at Fall Retreat
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E ala, ua ao, ua malamalama
(Awake, it is day, it is light)

NICH AND TRICIA (left) ARE MARRIED!!!  They 
got hitched at the beautiful Mid Pacific Country 
Club in Kailua, HI on Oct. 30, 2010!  And our 
team (below L-R: Steph, Robbyn, me, Larry) was 
together to celebrate with them and their family.  
I had a great time 
relaxing, eating, 
and dancing the 
week away in 

honor of the  Beebee newlyweds.  In all 
seriousness, God really refreshed my 
soul and I felt SO pumped to get back 
into ministry and student relationships 
here at home. 

Another highlight of the week was 
getting to see Natalie (below) in Hawai’i.  Natalie was one of our 
student leaders at our CSULB Epic movement last year.  And since she 
graduated in May, she’s started part-time interning with Epic at 
University of Hawai’i, Manoa on Oahu!!  She has been such an 
encouragement to me since knowing her last year.  I remember walking 

through the process of whether or not she 
wanted to intern with Epic and how would 
the Lord provide or make it happen.  And at 
one point she just told me, “Well... I figure 
that God will get me there if He wants me 
there, right?  So, I should just go for it...”  
When she said that, I just looked at her--
amazed!  I asked myself, “Who is this 
woman of so much faith!?”  

Since that conversation, I’m just SO proud of how she’s walked faithfully.  
Even as support only came in enough for her to be part-time, God’s 
provided free housing and transportation, and has already done so 
much ministry-wise.  If you’re interested in hearing more about her 
ministry and even possibly supporting her check out her website here: 
http://nataliepooninhawaii.tumblr.com/  Please keep her in your 
prayers!

Prayers and Praises!
Praise the Lord...  for safe travel to and 

from Hawai’i as well as a truly blessed time 
AND union of  Nich and Tricia... for an 
amazing time at Fall Retreat and it happening 
without a hitch (phew!)... for divine 
appointments with students like Rebecca (third 
from left), Paula (in red),  Jon, and Cindy (all 
from UC Irvine) to walk with them as they 
lead the Epic Movement at UCI... 

Please continue to pray...  (1)for Nich 
and Tricia as they transition into married life... 
(2)for Steph as she continues to pursue ministry 
partners so she can be on campus... (3)for 
students in our CSULB movement to trust 
the Lord as they make disciples on their 
campus and continue to trust Him to lead their 
fledgling movement... (4)for students in our 
UCI movement to trust the Lord to work in 
the relationships as they, together, try to 
reach their campus with the Gospel message... 
(5)for Epic Conference preparations (it’s 
coming up fast--MLK weekend in January)... 
(6)for us to continue to work hard and for 
increased momentum despite the 
upcoming Thanksgiving and Winter breaks.

I love pizza.  I also love being outside.  But 

you know what I love more than both of those 

things?  Hearing from YOU!

Now there are SO many ways!!
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