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PRAYERS & PRAISE!
Please pray for:
- Fruitful ministry for UCI/
CSULB students in Cerritos, 
CA during the Spring Break 
Retreat!

- Peace and healing for 
anyone you know grieving 
the loss of a loved one

- Rest and restoration for 
students as they gear up for 
another quarter/semester 
after Spring Break

- God to raise the rest of my 
financial and prayer support 
team--still need about 
$2,000/ monthly before I 
can report to my assignment!

- Our SW SoCal Epic team by 
name: Nich and Tricia (and 
baby, Naomi), Larry, 
Robbyn, Daniel, and Tim

Praise God for:
- The blessing to stand beside 
my cousin and friend, Liz 
(above), as she got married 
this month!

- God’s graciousness in raising 
support!  He’s so generous!

- Working through Tim and me 
sharing at CSULB

- Opportunities to connect with 
you and so many friends and 
family I rarely get to see!

GOD IS WITH US
Ministry Update of Epic Movement staff, Whitney Chen, in Southern California

less disappointment... fewer excuses... fewer hopes dashed... less guilt... less death.  Even 
when it’s not my life directly affected, I often see the faces of  young men and women 
who are.  It doesn’t matter the circumstance or situation... their eyes look the same: 
downcast, distant, questioning, and often teary and I can tell that they are in a moment 
or season of  death (grieving, stagnant...).  
     Ever-elegant and wise Epic staff, Vivian Mabuni 
(pictured, right), wrote a blog post called “It is Well 
With My Soul: Trusting Jesus When Tough Things 
Happen.” (http://www.vivianmabuni.com/?p=660)  
I highly recommend it for ALL humans!  It’s so well-
written and speaks of  how we normally deal with 
pain.  But, also, you must read it for this excellent 
and extremely insightful sentence: “‘He becomes 
‘You’ in the valley of  the shadow of  death.”  
      This month I’ve witnessed that though physical spring has come this month, I 
along with so many others still feel a season of  winter--of  death.  We are grieving the 
losses of  loved ones, lost jobs, lost hopes, unmet expectations, daily drudgery, prayers 
still unanswered... Yet, the marvelous truth of  a winter season is the very thing Vivian 

writes: God reaches us in winter!  He continues to bind 
us to Him in the most personal way--amidst pain and 
darkness, in our weakness!
       Volunteer staff, Tim Jang (pictured, left 2nd from 
right), and I got to briefly share with CSU Long Beach 
students that truth.  We invited those students into our 
own seasons and they invited us into their lives.  It was 
nice to feel understood in this season, but also sad as so 
many have felt they needed to endure it alone.  Safe 
people and conversations were hard to find for many of  

them.  I can’t help but notice the need for more of  this for these students.  How many 
others on that campus grieve?  And without others and the Lord to turn to?  When 
and where will they experience a personal relationship with Jesus?  My hope and 
prayer is that the answer to that is: now, wherever they are.     

“EVEN THOUGH I WALK THROUGH  
the valley of the shadow of 

death, I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me...”

PSALM 23:4a (ESV)

“Where are You, God?”  
Working with college students 
and just... living life has shown 
me that this question never has a 
satisfying answer.  The reasons 
for why God would seem far 
when we need Him close often 
feel like excuses.  And as I’ve also 
noticed, we all could use a little 

Thank you, so much!
YOUR PRAYERS, SUPPORT, AND PARTNERSHIP ARE ESSENTIAL TO GOD’S MINISTRY!  

WANT OTHERS TO GET IN ON THE FUN?  SEND THEM MY LETTER!  OR E-MAIL ME FOR OTHER IDEAS!

A note from me to you...
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