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ILLUMINATE
SHINE YOUR LIGHT THAT ALL MAY SEE IT
At the 2011 West Coast Epic Conference, students allowed God to 
shine His light into and through their lives.

Since that weekend in San Francisco, Iʼm constantly at a loss for words.  Sure--it could 
be writerʼs block or laziness or fatigue, but I think it has something to do with awe.  Every 
month, you (my faithful partners) have all seen and heard how often my ministry consists 

of simply watching God do His thing.  Well, 
guess who the star of the show is... again: 
GOD!  Yeah!  Big surprise.  

I had the opportunity to emcee the 
conference again with Gabe (left), a senior at USC (heʼs super 
cool, btw) and I loved it!  That role challenges me to really pay 
attention to whatʼs happening on and off stage as well as to be 
vulnerable in front of 300+ people.  The last day of the 
conference, I was so moved by what God was doing amidst the 
students it was difficult to keep from weeping on stage!  But, as I 
took away from the conference, Iʼm already fully accepted and I 
have nothing to prove to Jesus or anyone else.  Phew!

Another highlight was getting to join UCI/Texas students as they stepped out to be lights in the city of San 
Francisco!  Our group headed to Pier 39/Fishermanʼs Wharf where my partner, Kai, and I got into a spiritual 
conversation with a local 20-year-old.  Tanya is a Filipino-American who lives with an abusive mother and an 
absent older sister in nearby San Leandro, CA.  We met her on her lunch break from selling jewelry at one of the 
stands and asked her if she could take a look at Psalm 117 and share her thoughts on what it says.  She read it 
quickly (itʼs only two verses long) and immediately responded: “Itʼs definitely true.”  
After further dialogue, we found out that she grew up Catholic but it hasnʼt played 
a big part in her life ever.  She had to go back to work quickly after that, but as 
she left she said, “Thanks for talking to me.  I think God sent you to bless me 
today or maybe to remind me to believe in the Bible.”  

After talking with her, Kaiʼs insight into how he could see God working in 
Tanya--her positivity and hopefulness despite awful situations with her family--
reminded me how much I have to learn from ALL people.  That weekend was 
filled with a lot of learning from students like Kai or Alisa and Rebecca (right), 
speakers like Margaret Yu (Epicʼs National Director of Leadership Development) 
and Pastor Drew Hyun of New Life Fellowship Church in New York AND Tanya... 
some woman who chooses to believe that the faithfulness of the Lord endures 
forever.

Whitney’s ministry updates with Epic Movement 
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Lessons I’m Learning: Prayer
Calling all prayer warriors--ahem--YOU can be one!  I’ve been 

learning so much about prayer this month.  My entire relationship with 
God has been completely rocked by the realization of  1) The power of  
God and 2) The access we have to Him and said might.  

In Ephesians 1:15-23, I read of  how Paul directly ties his 
remembrance of  the Ephesians in his prayers to God’s resurrection power.  
Even as I sit here and read it again to share with you, my heart beats a 
little faster and I want to start jumping up and down...

Friends, your faith, your prayers connect me to the power of  our Lord.  
And as Cindy (a student leader from UCI) said so expertly: “This is the 
same God who raised Christ from the dead... the God we have 
conversations with every day.”  As Paul 
says in his letter... it’s the same God who 
“fills all in all” and whose power has 
“immeasurable greatness!”    Not only 
do you connect me to the Lord through 
your prayers, YOU get to experience 
unbroken communion with the Lord!  
Just imagine how electric that is!  

As I minister to college students, I 
NEED your prayers.  And though your 
prayers have been sufficient in 
protecting me from much spiritual 
oppression, dejection, car accidents, 
exasperation... I could always use more.    
Please continue to remember me in 
your prayers!

Richard J. Foster in his book Prayer 
writes: “As priests, appointed and anointed by God, we have the 
honor of  going before the Most High on behalf  of  others.  This 
is not optional; it is a sacred obligation--and a precious 
privilege--of  all who take up the yoke of  Christ.”  Please know 
how grateful I am that you pray for me and have walked with me.  Thank 
you, also for the privilege of  me coming before the Lord on your behalf.

Have questions?  Comments?  Want to grab a 
slice of  pizza?  Prayer requests? E-mail 
(whitney.chen@gmail.com) or Call 
(310.968.8698)  And if  you liked what you 
read, would you pass this along to someone else 
who might enjoy it too?  Thanks!  Check
http://emazingepicedventures.wordpress.com 
for prayer updates!

I’M TWENTY-FIVE in 2011!?
But I still get carded at the movie 
theater... If you asked 20-year-old 
me, “Where do you see yourself at 
25?” My answer would be way off.  
But only because I’m in a better 
place than I ever expected!  And 
you had some hand in that!  I now 
realize that in order to be covered 
in prayer, I need to widen my 
community of prayer support.  

For my 25th birthday, I want to find 
25 NEW prayer partners!  But this 
isn’t all about me... the card in this 
envelope is for YOU to write down 
FIVE names/contact info of people 
you know that might make great 
prayer warriors for my campus 
ministry, and FIVE names of people 
both of us can be praying for.  

Please take the 5 minutes to write 
those things down and mail it back 
to me--or if you’d like to save a tree, 
e-mail it: whitney.chen@gmail.com!

mailto:whitney.chen@gmail.com
mailto:whitney.chen@gmail.com
http://emazingepicedventures.wordpress.com
http://emazingepicedventures.wordpress.com

