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I’m Getting Fat...
We ate so much ramen 
(above), sushi, katsu, ice 
cream, candy... don’t tell 
my mother! In any case, 
take a look at my Japan 
blog for some photos of my 
dangerously delicious eats!  
http://
whitneyinkyoto.tumblr.com 

SUBARASHI I  SUMMER
Subarashii is Japanese for “wonderful.”

This summer in Japan (and beyond!) has, indeed, been wonder-full.  Through our team, the students we 

met, and our experiences I truly saw wonders.  God’s slowly transforming Japan--as well as yours truly.  

Thank you for your prayers and financial support and participating in God’s love for me and for Japan.  

Each of  you bless me immensely with your partnership, please don’t hesitate to contact me with prayer 

requests--anything--I would love to hear from you!                                                 Until the world hears,

                                                                                                                                                           Whitney

“I CAN’T DO THIS”
My feet step onto the concrete platform at Hanazono (pictured 
below) station in Kyoto, Japan.  I drag my bag off  the train 

behind me.  I’m sweating as I walk to the elevator.   
My hair sticks to the back of  my neck.  It could be the humidity, the heaviness of  my luggage, or 

my fear, though I’m pretty sure it’s a combination of  all 
three.  All these thoughts race through my mind: “I’m in 

Japan for the next five weeks!?  I can’t do this!”  It’s not 
until a few days later where I get a few e-mails from some 
Epic-family members that I was reminded--I really cannot 

do this.  And it’s not about what I can or cannot do, rather 
ALL about what God can do.  And our God can do 
anything.  

Armed with this new understanding, I plunged right in.  
One of  my main responsibilities this summer included discipling/developing the women on our team 
(right; L-R: Carrie, me, Jamie, Cindy).  The women are SUCH troopers.  Thirteen of  us shared one 

house and one bathroom!  Not just that, but all of  us entered project with heavy burdens and 
brokenness and in need of  God’s healing before even getting on campus!  We went through the book 

More Than Serving Tea (a must-read for all Asian American Christian women!) together and discussed 
our identity as beloved daughters of  God created without error and with an immense and specific 
purpose.  As the summer went on, I saw each woman really open up and receive this truth more.  At 
the end of  project, one shared how much I helped her see where she needed to believe that she’s not 

a mistake or screw-up to God and how she felt He was encouraging her to share that same truth to 
the women in Japan!  Praise the Lord!  Her telling me that brought tears to my eyes and continues to 
remind me why I do what I do--I get to see the Lord shape lives on a daily basis!

Whitney’s ministry news from Southern California and beyond....
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What’s Next for Whitney

Leaving my team (right) and 
the students we met was 
harder than I thought.  As I 
made my way home through 
Hawai’i and Calgary, I 
realized that this is SO far 
from the end for me.  

Being in Japan and seeing 
God work, then going to 
Hawaii and seeing Him move 
there, too, and even going 
to Calgary and knowing that God’s fingerprints are all over its beautiful 
landscape gave me a greater vision for what He’s doing all over the 
world.  Not only is it a vision for a Kingdom united under His Name, but 
also a scary-yet-awesome vision of how I fit into it.  

Thanks to your continued support, this will be my second year interning 
with the Epic Movement on the Southwest So Cal team.  I’ll be serving at 
UC Irvine, CSU Long Beach, CSU Fullerton, and El Camino Community 
College this year! 

As the school year begins, I need your prayers for the following:
- Financial partnership--While I hope you continue to partner with me this 
year, I would love to give others the opportunity to partner with His 
work in Southern California.  If you or someone you know would be 
interested in hearing more about this, please let me know!  And please 
pray that God continues to provide!
- Semester schools are starting!  Please 
pray for God to surface interested 
students, leaders, and seekers!  
- Our Quarter School Kickoff is coming up 
in September!  Please pray for the student 
leaders that attend are encouraged and 
own the mission entrusted to them to 
reach their campus! 
- I’m moving... again!  This time, to Irvine.  
Praise God for providing a home and 
great roommates (right; my new 
roommates Clara and Steph)!

Prayers for Japan
Please intercede for Japan... and as you 

remember Japan in your prayers, please 
remember these people:  

Tomomi and Madoka (above L-R) met with 
me about four times and though they weren’t 
ready to receive Christ, they started asking for 
themselves why they never wondered what there 

is beyond this world.  I’m still corresponding 
with them via e-mail. Please pray that their 
questions would turn to seeking and that they 

would find answers in the Lord. 

Jamie and I met Setsuko and Lisa (above 
L-R) SO randomly--ok, more just by God’s 
divine appointing.  We had such great 
conversations--as though we’d been friends for 

years!  Lisa had a particularly sour 
understanding of  Christianity prior to 
meeting us.  But after talking with her, she 

was pleasantly surprised that it’s nothing like 
what she thought.  Upon leaving, they said 
they’ll “carry us with them” and remember 

what we told them of  how we live out our 
faith!  Jamie and I still correspond with them 
via Facebook.  Please pray that seeds we’ve 
planted find nourishment and that God will 

continue to make Himself  known to them.
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