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What Happens in 
Vegas...

... must be shared with all!  
For Spring Break, UC Irvine, 
UC Riverside and Cal State 
Los Angeles (some of  them are 
right) students packed up and 
headed to Sin City.  It’d be way 
more interesting (in some ways) to say 
that we then squandered away all of  
our well-earned (parent-given) wealth 
on booze, night-life and gambling... 
but the truth is, our students are 
WAY more interested in sharing the 
Gospel than about “living” it up.  

We spent the entire Saturday 
there at various spots on-and-off  the 
Strip--meeting all sorts of  people 
from local teenagers to Japanese 

tourists who spoke very 
little English.  

That night, I gave a 
devotional for the 
students and lead a time 
of  sharing (right) where 
we got to encourage one 
another.  I talked about 
Hebrews 10:24-25 and how we need 
each other in order to live this life as 
God intended.

I was especially encouraged by 
one of  our UCI students.  He shared 
with me how uneasy he feels when it 
comes to getting to know people, and 
how he didn’t know how to 
encourage others.  But after hearing 
what I shared, he felt motivated and 
convicted to work at it.  To this day, 

he continues to meet up with 
another male student for 
both accountability AND 
exercise!  And what he 
didn’t know was that 
walking with him 
through this was a 
HUGE encouragement 

to me.  His step toward another 
student allowed me to take my own 
steps of  faith. 
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Long Beach Q/A with 
Pastor Chris Fukunaga

Our CSU Long Beach students  
found themselves stumped by 
questions asked by others and even 
by their own hearts.  For anyone 
who walks with God, this is 
normal and good!  

We invited Pastor Chris 
Fukunaga of  A Village 
Community in Downtown Long 
Beach (pray for them!), to help us 
and our students out with this 
process.  

He came and sat at a table 
with us and students asked a 

couple questions 
regarding significant 
theological themes.  He 
answered coherently and 
directly from Scripture.  
Students seemed 
satisfied.  And then he 
asked us this question: 
“Are these the things 
that are keeping people from 
believing in Jesus Christ?” 

The conversation then turned 
to how we feel God in our lives and 
what role does suffering play in 
God’s plan.  If  Chris had stopped 
here, we would have already been 
sufficiently blown away.  But he 

continued on 
to affirm what 
we’re trying to 
accomplish at 
CSULB and 
prayed over 
our movement.
At that point 
God spoke to 

me and to our students (Long 
Beach Epic women above) that we 
get to be a part of  something so 
grand and so amazing.  I’m still 
overcome with gratitude to be 
involved in this.  Thank you, so 
much, partners!!  Please continue 
to pray for Long Beach!  
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Other April Fun!

Jaci, Robbyn, Clara and I did a 
3.8 mile run/obstacle course full 
of mud pits, hills, tunnels and 
climbing walls.  Basically, an 
exhilarating day of dirty fun...

I took an extended personal 
retreat to San Diego, CA.  It was 
a helpful practice in solitude, 
resting, and hearing from the 
Lord.  I was extremely blessed 
by the time, especially as I 
consider my next life steps.

And I find myself here on my 
knees again...

The above title is in a song--”Like 
an Avalanche” by Hillsong United.  
These past many weeks have been a 
chunky blend of  emotions, thoughts, 
observations, and hard decisions.  Yet, 
one of  the amazing things in it all: 
turning in my application to 
staff  with Epic Movement.  

Now, the differences between 
interning and staffing may seem small 
and not really that much better than 
my present situation--longer time 
commitment (3 years minimum), 
higher support goals, more 
responsibilities... But in my eyes this 
may be one of  the easiest decisions of 
my life.  

Since interning with Epic in 2009, 
I’ve gotten to be a part of  what God’s 
doing at university campuses all over 
the world--UC Irvine, CSU Long 
Beach, Doshisha University in Kyoto, 
Japan (to name a few).  And I have 
had the enormous privilege of  
working alongside some of  the most 
amazing and dedicated people I’ve 
ever met.  

Why wouldn’t I want to continue 
working with Epic?  There are still 
unfulfilled hopes and dreams at my 
point in life--I’m only 25, unmarried, 
child-less and with only one degree to 

my name.  Yet, God’s been giving 
me a new dream--it comes from 
Psalm 126: “Our mouths were 
filled with laughter, our tongues 
with songs of  joy.  Then it was 
said among the nations, ‘The 
LORD has done great things for 
them.’” (v. 2)  I want this to be true 
of  me, of  my friends, of  my 
neighbors, of  my family...  I want this  
to be true for the rest of  my life--no 
matter where it leads.  And now, I 
want this to be true on college 
campuses.  

A very dear student is coming out 
of  one of  the darkest points in her 
short life.  As I experience my own 
valleys in life, I felt God wanting me 
to share that passage with her along 
with the urging that there will come a 
day when we will rejoice that God 
brought us out of  whatever we’re in.  
We will reap with joy... and we will 
laugh and sing... and we will know it 
was God at work... and others will 
know it was God at work!  

I believe that God wants me to be 
open to continue sharing that dream 
among all the nations represented at 
college campuses.  

Please continue to pray for me as I 
listen for the Lord and consider my 
future options.  Thank you for being a 
part of  my journey--I’ve loved every 
minute of  it.

Connect with me!
I always want to hear from you/pray for you 
specifically!  Let me know in any of  these 
ways:

E-mail: whitney.chen@uscm.org
Snail mail: 19 Woodleaf   Irvine, CA 92614
Phone: 310-968-8698
Web: emazingepicedventures.wordpress.com
Twitter: @therealdubc
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