
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 2010 
You may have noticed that each month looks drastically different from the last—well, it’s time for a little 

consistency.  Speaking of consistency—I’m interning with Epic for another year in OC/LB!!!  I’m so excited to 

grow relationships started this year and continue watching God work.  Thank you for your faithful 

partnership this year and look forward to walking through another year with you in life and ministry.   

 

My life theme these past weeks has been: ―Surrender.‖  I see this emerging from Ken Fong’s messages on 

the hero’s journey at Epic Conference earlier this year—that God has captured our imaginations with His 

plan, we must leave what is familiar, and we must surrender our plans to Him in order to be re-invented and 

empowered to continue journeying as heroes.  I’m finding myself stuck in the ―surrender phase.‖  The ―safe 

path‖ of structure, certainty and self-sufficiency—whether it’s in relationships, career choices or even living 

situations—feels easier.  But God wants me to put Him in the driver’s seat or how Ken Fong puts it: ―Let God 

so capture [my] imagination that it compels [me] to get off [my] butt and get lost with confidence.‖  

Hebrews 11:10 (ESV) says Abraham―…[looked] forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer 

and builder is God.‖  It was enough for Abraham to leave all he knew to follow God.  I pray and hope it 

would be enough for me—and for you.   

Until the world hears, 

                                                                                                                                                                   Whitney Chen 

                                                           whitney.chen@uscm.org http://emazingepicedventures.wordpress.com 

 
Spring BREAK 
From March 20th to the 25th, our UCI and UCR students ventured to San 

Francisco.  Our students partnered with UC Davis’ Epic students to 

reach the city.  After a few days of much needed retreat-time, our 

students blitzed San Francisco City College and the Yerba Buena 

Gardens hoping to have spiritual conversations and begin a movement 

at SFCC.   

 

I could write about my experiences and the fun I had being with them, 

but here are some of their experiences straight from their mouths…  

 

―I hadn’t really shared my faith before, and I was definitely scared to 

do so.  But it wasn’t as scary as I thought!  And I want to do more of it 

when I go home!‖  - Adeline (Freshman) 

 

―This was great practice!  People are much more open than I think.  It 

kinda just shows how God’s always with us.‖  - Jessica (Freshman) 

 

―It’s been great getting to spend time with everyone.  It’s especially 

nice to get to know people I don’t usually see…and to not have school.  

Yeah, actually, that’s the best part.‖ – David (Junior) 

 

―I’m starting to see and feel what it means to be a leader.  It’s pretty 

hard.  But I can see how I’ll grow from it.‖ – Ryan (Sophomore) 

 

―God’s given me a real heart for the LGBT community, and I really see 

how God’s using Epic to help me reach them.‖ – Jessica (Junior) 

(Top to bottom): During scavenger hunt in San Francisco; In front of rows of 
encouragement bags; Outside of the hostel we stayed at in the Marin Headlands 
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Movement LAUNCHING 
 
 

For a few months now our OC/LB team has been trying to start an Epic Movement at El Camino 

Community College in Torrance, CA.  My team has been extremely gracious with me constantly proposing 

―Pioneering Days,‖ at El Camino (El Co).  For pioneering days, our entire team will set aside our normal 

campus duties to devote a full-day to starting a new movement, bolstering a fledgling one, or motivating 

students to get something started on their campus. 

 

Why El Co?  Aren’t we an OC/LB team?  El Co is roughly ten miles from where I went to high school and 

many friends of mine attended there post-graduation.  Even my mom and her sister attended there for a 

time!  From the instant I learned our team’s goals and what Pioneering Days are, El Co instantly came to 

mind.  And I’m so encouraged that we, as Epic, try to work through our relational networks.  Since El Co is 

significant to me, my team hugely supported trying something there! 

 

Our first time there, was rough.  It was winter inter-session.  We didn’t talk to many students but we prayed 

for the campus and observed.  Yet, we gave it another go, and came back MUCH more encouraged.  

We met students who were very interested in either joining or helping Epic launch at El Co—possibly by 

THIS YEAR!?  This month (April) we’ll be heading back to a handful of students who were interested in 

starting an Epic Movement and learning about God at El Camino!!  You can be praying for: 1) The 

students at El Co; 2) God to continue moving; 3) Growing relationships with El Co students; 4) Continued 

renewal in motivation for our team at El Co—this is a really busy time in ministry; 5) Our time there April 29th!   

KYOTO 2010 
It’s so soon!  I’m growing equally excited AND stressed.  Excited because our team is coming together—we 

have at least 10 students going!  Stressed because, between now and June, there’s lots to do.   

 

Yet, I need to remember that God’s given us the opportunity to join with a team in Kyoto to reach students 

with the life-changing news of Jesus Christ.  I’m particularly motivated that we’ll get to build relationships with 

influential and brilliant young people!  Of all the Nobel laureates from Japan, half came from Kyoto!  Wouldn’t 

it be crazy if these students excelling in their fields also knew the excellent love of Jesus designed to transform 

people’s lives? 

 

I could really use your prayers (well, I could always use them… but especially now) for:  

1. Diligence in planning and communicating well for the directors (Chris, Kerby and myself—pictured L-R) 

2. The ten students joining us, their preparation spiritually, emotionally,  

even physically  

3. God to provide unified vision for what He wants to do in Japan and  

what that looks like day-to-day 

4. Personal preparation…I know I’ll be coming right off of a full and  

crazy time in ministry/life so—FULL DEPENDENCE upon the Lord!   

5. The missionaries we’re partnering with in Japan, for their renewal  

and ministry 

6. God to provide housing and for all our financial needs—each 

of us needs to raise $5,000!   

You can also give toward this trip in the enclosed envelope enclosed  

or by mailing a check made out to ―Campus Crusade for Christ‖ to: 

3590 Lime Ave.  Long Beach, CA 90807.    

 

 
Great NEWS! 

ADAM AND JACI ANDERSON (my team 

leaders) welcomed their son,  

EWAN ZEV ANDERSON, to the world 

Wednesday, March 31, 2010!!   

Thanks for praying for them—they’re all 

doing well!  Please continue to pray 

and praise God for their family!  


